pride is unsubduable; he has spoilt all Yajna-Karmas by making them bereft of Swadja
and Swaha; he has caused great harm to Rishis and Munis alike; he has divested
Svargaloka of Kalpadruma, of precious Chintamani and also Kamadhenu. At the
very sound of his voice the devatas fled; and he took away all the gold and wealth
from every home; he destroyed the Chandrasala and other beautiful mansions; the
powers of the Sun, the Moon, Yama and other Dik-palas he has snatched away; he
has carried away and imprisoned all our womenfolk; the fire of his might is thus
scorching the three worlds and we are living in terror every moment of our lives.
Forgotten are all our heavenly joys, laughs, dances, and amusements. Even food
and wine we have no heart to partake as some of the devatas, unable to bear his
tortures, fled from Svargaloka taking human forms and are now wandering in Bhuloka.
Deva-pitru ceremonies have been forgotten. He can be subdued neither by Vishnu's
discus nor by Shiva's trident. 1 have not related half our woes at his hands, 0 Deva!
Have mercy on us and show us how he may be subdued. Thou khowest what boon
thou hast given him and wherein lies the secret of his death; for die one must,
sooner or later. Thou alone art our Saviour, 0 Lord, Be merciful towards us and
instruct us as to what we can do to bring about his doom".

BRAHMA DIVULGES TARAKA'S SECRET OF LIFE 0 Ye devas! I shall certainly
enlighten you as to how the asura lord Taraka may be vanquished. Listen with
care! Even as a boy, though already mighty, Tarakasura started to propitiate me by
tapas and soon enveloped the worlds threatening to scorch them and, already, a
cloud of smoke shrouded them. To save these worlds, I appeared before the mighty
Taraka and felt much pleased with his penance. Taraka prostrated before me and
said: "Thou art the creator of all the worlds. Thou art the grantor of desires to all, 0
Padma-Sambhava (Lotus Born)! Thou dost grant siddhi to all tapasvins. If thou art
satisfied with my penance, then grant thou that I may not be slain by any but the one
born of Mahesvara's Veerya let into fire".

Having been well-pleased with his great penances, I granted him the boon.
Hence, it is not fair that I should attempt to destroy one who has obtained a boon
from me and who is prospering because of me. It is therefore upto you now to bring
about the birth of a leader over your deva hosts, born from the Retas of Mahesvara
let into the Fire. This is possible only if you can bring about the wedding of Lord
Shiva with Parvati. Mahesvara is even now in Samadhi after the loss of his wife Sati
Devi. By Narada's timely advice, Himavan has already left his daughter Parvati
(who is no other than S.ati-devi re-incarnated) with Mahadeva that she may look
after all his needs and comforts. But never once has Shiva looked at her face; nor
does his state of being in Samadhi allow us a chance to make him think of marrying
again. Your foremost attempt therefore should be somehow with Cupid's help to
bring about Mahesvara's wedding with Parvati. Then the rest of it will take place as
a sequel to it. Parvati will be unable to hold Shiva's Veerya for the great heat
generated and will let it fall to the earth. The latter wi.11 forthwith roll it into the fire.
Thence it will pass to the care of the six Krittika sisters who will feed the six-faced
baby for a while and drop him, in due course, into celestial waters of the Ganges.
The latter will ultimately carry him to the Saravana (Garden of "SARA" blades).
There, under the care and protection of Shiva, the child shall grow up with his six
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